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Introduction
A scenic byway is a road with defined special qualities which its local communities wish to 
preserve and promote. Both the New Jersey Department of Transportation and the Federal 
Highway Administration have programs to recognize and support scenic byways. Preparation 
of a corridor management plan is a requirement for designation under both the state and 
national programs. 

The Pine Barrens Byway 
The Pine Barrens Byway was designated as a 
New Jersey Scenic Byway in 2005. The 130-
mile route extends from Batsto and Tucker-
ton in the north to Dennisville and Port 
Elizabeth in the south, passing through five 
counties and 16 municipalities. Along the 
route are two National Wildlife Refuges, ten 
State Wildlife Management Areas, three State 
Forests, five County parks, several major 
rivers and numerous smaller streams, as well 
as a variety of historic and scenic sites. 
 
The four “corners” of the byway are Dennis-
ville in Dennis Township, Cape May County; 
Port Elizabeth in Maurice River Township, 
Cumberland County; Nesco and Wescoatville 
in Mullica Township, Atlantic County; and 
Tuckerton Borough in Ocean County. These 
four small settlements are visually quite dif-
ferent from each other, but each is in its own 
way a characteristic Pinelands community. 
 
The byway has three distinct parts. The 
northern loop follows both sides of the lower 
Mullica River from Batsto to the estuary and 
links communities along US Route 9 from 
Tuckerton to Oceanville. The southern loop 
connects the Tuckahoe River, the Maurice 
River and Dennis Creek, along with Belle-
plain State Forest and Woodbine Borough. A 
north-south route between the Mullica River 
and the Tuckahoe River runs through the 
heart of Atlantic County, crossing and (for 
half its length) paralleling, the Great Egg 
Harbor River.  
 

The byway route is dotted with small farm 
fields, pastures, and river towns and punc-
tuated by historical ruins. At night the lightly 
settled byway is a stargazer’s paradise and 
during the day it provides sights and points 
of interests for a wide variety of tastes. It is 
also easily accessible to a huge pool of poten-
tial vacationers and day-trippers, surrounded 
as it is on all sides by New York, Philadel-
phia, Baltimore/Washington, and the heavily 
developed Jersey Shore. 
 
The Pine Barrens Byway region has received 
national and international recognition for its 
unique natural characteristics. For example, it 
was designated as the nation’s first national 
reserve in 1978, named an international bio-
sphere reserve in 1988, contains two National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers, and is part of the US 
EPA’s national estuary reserve program.  

The Byway’s Intrinsic Qualities 
Under the National Scenic Byways Program, 
a scenic byway is a road that has regional or 
national significance with respect to at least 
one of six defined “intrinsic qualities”: 
archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, 
recreational and scenic. While the Pinelands 
region includes elements of each of these six 
qualities, its natural quality is most distinc-
tive and therefore primary, with recreational 
and historic qualities also important. 
 
The natural quality of the Pinelands region is 
what most clearly sets it apart from other 
areas and defines the focus of the scenic 
byway. The region’s ecological significance is 
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recognized both nationally and international-
ly through designations including: 
 

 Pinelands National Reserve 
 United Nations Biosphere Reserve 
 Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine 

Research Reserve 
 Edwin B. Forsythe and Cape May 

National Wildlife Refuges 
 Great Egg Harbor River and Maurice 

River National Scenic and Recreational 
Rivers 

 
Natural qualities not only define the South-
ern Pinelands on their own, but they are also 
the basis of the region’s recreational and 
historic qualities. 

 
Recreation opportunities along the Pine 
Barrens Byway are abundant and tied to the 
natural resources of the area, its rivers, 
forests, and diverse ecosystems. Hiking, 
boating, canoeing and kayaking, bicycling, 
birding, hunting and fishing take place along 
the byway in state forests and wildlife man-
agement areas and county and municipal 
parks, and along rivers, streams, estuaries 
and marshes that can be rated as some of the 
most scenic in the country. Recreational use 
of the area’s natural resources draws a wide 
audience of participants to the region, en-
hancing the area’s potential for supporting 
commercial ventures, and increasing the pool 

of environmental stewards concerned with 
protecting those resources and opportunities. 

 
Historic resources are also plentiful through-
out the area of the byway. Twelve historic 
districts and numerous historically or 
archaeologically significant individual sites 
and structures showcase the unique human 
story of settlement of the Pinelands. The 
Corridor Management Plan groups these 
diverse resources into five themes: 
 

 Mullica River Corridor 
 Great Egg Harbor River Corridor 
 Tuckahoe River Corridor 
 Coastal Trade and Industry 
 Churches and Cemeteries 
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The Corridor Management Plan 
The Corridor Management Plan will be used 
to guide local, regional and state efforts to 
preserve, protect and enhance the natural, 
recreational, historical, and scenic qualities of 
the Pine Barrens Byway; and to enhance the 
local economy by guiding the traveler 
through the corridor and improving access to 
recreational resources and activities. 

BACKGROUND 
This Corridor Management Plan is the culmi-
nation of ten years of study and planning. 
The initial impetus for scenic byway planning 
in the southern Pinelands was the Pinelands 
Rural Economic Development Pilot Program 
(1999-2000), which examined economic 
conditions in several Pinelands towns and 
recommended measures to stimulate envi-
ronmentally suitable economic growth. The 
project’s recommendations included plan-
ning and designation of two scenic byways – 
one in the Mullica River corridor, and a 
second along the Delaware Bayshore – to pro-
mote tourism based on the natural and 
recreational assets within these two areas.  
 
Working with an ad hoc committee rep-
resenting communities in the region, the 
Pinelands Commission designed a scenic 
byway route that combined and connected 
the two separate routes recommended by the 
Rural Economic Development Pilot Program. 
Commission staff inventoried natural, his-
toric and scenic resources along the byway, 
and prepared a nomination for designation as 
a New Jersey state scenic byway. All 16 
municipalities and five counties through 
which the proposed route passed adopted 
resolutions supporting its designation. On 
behalf of the organizing committee, Commis-
sion staff submitted the nomination to the 
State Scenic Byway Committee, which for-
mally designated the route as a New Jersey 
Scenic Byway in early 2005. 

 
Once the byway received state recognition, 
the Pinelands Commission began preparing 
for development of this Corridor Manage-
ment Plan (CMP), which is both a require-
ment of the New Jersey Scenic Byways 
Program and a prerequisite for nomination as 
a National Scenic Byway. In August 2006 the 
Pinelands Commission received a National 
Scenic Byways Grant to fund preparation of 
the Corridor Management Plan. Additional 
matching funds for the project were provided 
by the Pineland Commission and the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation. 

THE CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
PROCESS 
To ensure local input into the planning 
process, the Commission organized a Heri-
tage Trail Committee (HTC), consisting of 
representatives designated by each commu-
nity and county along the byway route. This 
Committee held its initial meeting in 
September 2007.  
 
The Commission also established a scope of 
work for the Corridor Management Plan, and 
selected a team of consultants to assist in 
preparing the plan. The formal planning 
process began in December 2007 and was 
completed in April 2009. During this 16-
month period the consultants met a total of 
12 times with the HTC or its subcommittee, 
the Corridor Management Plan Committee 
(CMC).  

WEBSITE 
At the start of the planning process, the CMC 
created a website (www.njpinelandstrail.com) 
to facilitate information-sharing with the 
committee members, other constituents, and 
the public. Throughout the planning process, 
the website was updated regularly. This site 
was also designed to serve as a foundation 
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for a future permanent website for the 
byway. 

STAKEHOLDER DISCUSSION MEETINGS 
In January 2009, the consultant team facili-
tated a series of meetings in four locations 
along the byway (Batsto Village, Tuckerton 
Seaport Museum, Edwin B. Forsythe Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge Headquarters in Ocean-
ville, and the Atlantic County Library in 
Mays Landing) to discuss tourism, recreation 
and visitor activities with local stakeholders. 
Stakeholder groups invited to participate in-
cluded public and non-profit land managers, 
recreation businesses and visitor service 
providers, historic preservation groups, 
environmental organizations, chambers of 
commerce, tourism councils, and economic 
development groups. Each meeting focused 
on a particular aspect of the byway’s man-
agement with participants discussing visitor 
needs as well as strategies to help promote, 
interpret and protect the byway and its 
resources. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
In March 2009, the CMP was presented at 
two public meetings in Woodbine Borough 
and Egg Harbor City. Meetings were 
scheduled to allow for municipal, county, 
and stakeholder input. At these meetings, the 
consultant and CMC members outlined the 
inventory and recommendations made by the 
CMP. The public input was incorporated into 
the final CMP. 

Next Steps 
With the completion of the CMP, an applica-
tion to designate the Trail as a National 
Scenic Byway will be submitted to the U.S. 
Secretary of Transportation for federal desig-
nation. National designations occur every 
three years or so, and it is likely that the next 
round of National Scenic Byway designations 
will occur in 2011 or 2012. 
 
As a state-designated byway, the route is 
currently eligible to receive National Scenic 
Byway grants and provides access to a 
variety of promotional and marketing oppor-
tunities, including development of visitor 
centers, wayside exhibits, and self-guided 
tours. 
 
Once designated as a national byway, the 
byway will also be featured in the U.S. 
Department of the Interior's byway website 
(http://www.byways.org) and in other state and 
national tourism materials and maps. 
 
There is also the potential to extend the 
byway north to include more of the Pinelands 
Natural Reserve, including the heart of the 
Preservation Area. A preliminary northern 
route has been designed connecting Green 
Bank north through Chatsworth to Whites-
bog, and then east and south back to Tucker-
ton. Any potential extension will require 
further analysis and consultation with the 
affected communities. 
 

 


